[Sense and nonsense in the social psychiatry concept].
The term social psychiatry was justified when coined as a name denoting a psychiatric sub-discipline in order to promote the development of this specific aspect of psychiatric research and practice which, at the time, ran counter to established theory. At present, however, social psychiatry is in danger of becoming isolated, of developing in the boundary regions of psychiatric practice, and thus failing to fulfil its actual role of permeating psychiatry as a whole. The term social psychiatry is regarded as an expression of this isolation and should be avoided.